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From Your Intentional Interim Pastor 

The Transition Team has been meeting weekly beginning the Tuesday following our February retreat.  Our work has centered on 
Tomahawk’s Heritage, the First Focus Point of our process.  One of our first tasks is to take a look at our heritage, where we have 
been, what it has taught us and what we learned from the past.   
With this in mind, the Transition Team has two announcements.  One is we will have a Heritage Celebration—Spring Luncheon on 
Sunday, April 26th right after worship.   Our wonderful and dedicated deacons will be cooking and serving lunch, not potluck, and 
we will be talking and seeing our heritage together.  It will be a time of celebration and a light-hearted and fun walk down our 239 
year memory lane.  
Our second announcement is that the Transition Team will be making a motion at the April 19th business meeting to name the 
Tomahawk Chapel after our longest serving pastor in Tomahawk’s 239 year history, Clay Thornton.  Clay started on May 18, 1975, 
and if approved, we would love to have this celebration and dedication on May 17th, since this would have been Clay’s 40th year 
with Tomahawk Church. 
The Transition Team continues to work hard on the task ahead of us.  We appreciate your support and continued prayers.   Please 
contact one of the Transition Team members if you have any questions, comments or concerns. 
 

Prayerfully, 

Your Transition Team,  

John Bateman, Jeff Easton, Pat Jennings, Crystal Rosse, Darla Skinner, Robin Tarr, Sally Waldrop, Burt Walker, Pete Zangardi.       

The title of Sunday’s message on March 15th, was “Moving Toward Easter.”  That message grew out of work the Transition Team 
and I are doing together in our focus on Heritage.  We focus on Heritage not only to celebrate the past, to “make peace with the 
past,” and identify lessons learned which can guide the congregation into the Future.  As we reflect upon our individual or congre-
gational Heritage, lessons learned call us to move forward into God’s Work and God’s Kingdom.   
About this time last year, you participated in some congregational group “Listening Sessions.”  Group experiences such as these are 
valuable.  At the same time, there is often a need for individual listening sessions in the intentional interim process.  Therefore, I 
am making myself available to you if you would like to sit down and talk.  If you do, please contact me at the church office,  
804.744.2044, ext. 11 or by email at jimvaught@aol.com and I will be glad to sit down with you. 
 
Serving together on the journey, 
Jim 

Intentional Interim Pastor 

From Your Transition Team 

Holy Week Schedule 
Thursday, April 2~  Maundy Thursday Service 7:00p.m. in the Chapel 

Friday, April 3 ~  Good Friday Service 12:00p.m. Outside by the Cross 

Sunday, April 5~  Easter Sunday 

             Sunrise Service, 7:00 a.m. Memorial Garden 

             Easter Breakfast, 9:00 a.m. 

                        Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. 

             Worship, 11:00 a.m.  

mailto:jimvaught@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Easter+cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UJcpp40vHeHo_M&tbnid=J9HkqFWs2yVM8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebclipart.about.com%2Fod%2FEaster_Holiday_Clip_Art%2Fss%2FReligious-Easter-Clip-Art_4.htm&ei=3VMmUabFD


Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Adult Bible Study 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
  Praise Team 
 7:00 Prayer Time 
  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
  Youth Group 
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Wednesday Nights 

A big Thank you to Annie Mae Davis and Bonnie Cheatham for 
the delicious desserts they have been providing for Wednesday 
Night Dinners and for all of the volunteers that pitch in and help 
clean up after dinner. It is really appreciated! ~ The Kitchen 
Team 

Would you be willing to volunteer to prepare one Wednesday 
Night Dinner? Attached to the “Get Involved” bulletin board will 
be  information sheets that will give you ideas for meals, guide-
lines to walk you through the process and a "work sheet"/ 
schedule to help set up your team and the dinner menu. 

The church provides funding for the meals, keeping in mind the 
income from the dinner needs to cover the cost. And fortunate-
ly, several men make sure  that the tables are set and the drinks 
are made each week.  If you would like the  opportunity to par-
ticipate or take charge of providing our Wednesday night din-
ners please call Peggy Todd at 379-6835.  Come enjoy the fel-
lowship and we look forward to seeing you. 

Thanks to all the singers in the Sanctuary Choir, Youth Choir, Choral Kids, and Cherubs who helped us in our joyous celebration of 
Easter!  It was wonderful to combine the adults, the Choral Kids, and the Youth on Easter Sunday and we loved the Cherubs' sing-
ing of "I'm in the Lord's Army" on Palm Sunday.   
 
If you have enjoyed the Sanctuary Choir's anthems lately, consider joining us on Wednesday evenings for choir!   We start at 7:00 
and rehearse until about 8:15.  We sing different styles of music, we work hard, and we have a great time!  We would love to have 
you! 
 
You may have noticed that the Praise Team is singing in Worship on a more regular basis.  Each 2nd and 4th Sunday, the Praise 
Team sings an anthem of their own and leads the congregation in a praise type song for one of the hymns.   We have only 45 
minutes each Wednesday to rehearse and we use every one of those minutes.  Thanks to all the singers and to Cla Meredith and 
Brent Walker who play guitar for us.  Cla, particularly, spends so many hours listening to new tunes, working out the chords and 
the structure of the songs we've chosen, and being a "quiet leader", patient with all of us and especially with me, since I am new to 
praise music! We appreciate all of you! 
 
Finally, this month I will begin to include a line or two of a favorite hymn in each month's newsletter.  You guess the title and next 
month's newsletter will include the answer!  Here's the first one: 
 
So many hymns speak of the power of music. Name the familiar Easter hymn with the lines: 
"Awake my soul and sing of Him who died for thee, and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity."   
 
Happy Spring, Everyone! 
Susan 

From Your  Music Director 

Sunday, April 19, 6:00p.m. 
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From Your  Associate Pastor 

Christmas has a large and colorful cast of characters including not only the three principals themselves, but the angel Ga-
briel, the innkeeper, the shepherds, the heavenly host, the three Wise Men, Herod, the star of Bethlehem, and even the 
animals kneeling in the straw. In one form or another we have seen them represented so often that we would recognize 
them anywhere. We know about the birth in all its detail as well as we know about the births of ourselves or our children, 
maybe more so. The manger is as familiar as home. We have made a major production of it.  With Easter it is entirely 
different. 

 
The Gospels are far from clear as to just what happened. It began in the dark. The stone had been rolled aside. Matthew 
alone speaks of an earthquake. In the tomb there were two white-clad figures or possibly just one. Mary Magdalen seems 
to have gotten there before anybody else. There was a man she thought at first was the gardener. Perhaps Mary the 
mother of James was with her and another woman named Joanna. One account says Peter came too with one of the oth-
er disciples. Elsewhere the suggestion is that there were only the women and that the disciples, who were somewhere 
else, didn't believe the women's story when they heard it. There was the sound of people running, of voices. Matthew 
speaks of "fear and great joy." Confusion was everywhere. There is no agreement even as to the role of Jesus himself. Did 
he appear at the tomb or only later? Where? To whom did he appear? What did he say? What did he do? 

 
It is not a major production at all.  It's not really even much of a story when you come right down to it, and that is of 
course the power of it. It doesn't have the ring of great drama. It has the ring of truth. If the Gospel writers had wanted to 
tell it in a way to convince the world that Jesus indeed rose from the dead, they would presumably have done it with all 
the skill and fanfare they could muster. Here there is no skill, no fanfare. They seem to be telling it simply the way it was. 
The narrative is as fragmented, shadowy, incomplete as life itself. When it comes to just what happened, there can be no 
certainty. That something unimaginable happened, there can be no doubt. 

 
The symbol of Easter is the empty tomb. You can't depict or domesticate emptiness. You can't make it into pageants and 
string it with lights. It doesn't move people to give presents to each other or sing old songs. It ebbs and flows all around 
us, the Eastertide. Even the great choruses of Handel's Messiah sound a little like a handful of crickets chirping under the 
moon. 

 
He rose. A few saw him briefly and talked to him. If it is true, there is nothing left to say. If it is not true, there is nothing 
left to say. For believers and unbelievers both, life has never been the same again. For some, neither has death. What is 
left now is the emptiness. There are those who, like Magdalen, will never stop searching it till they find his face. 
      -Excerpted from “Easter” by Frederick Buechner 

 
One of the things I love about Buechner’s writing is the way he takes things that are so familiar to us and describes them in a way 
that prompts us to see them with fresh eyes, in a way we haven’t before.  As we prepare to celebrate Easter this year, that is my 
prayer for each of us individually and as a church: May God open our eyes to new ways of seeing.  May we experience resurrection 
in ways that we can’t even imagine today, and may we search diligently in the empty places until we see the face of the risen 
Christ.  Halelujah! 
 
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey, 

 

Getting Connected 

We have just enhanced the church wide email communication process to facilitate timely congregational updates and prayer re-
quests.  If you have and use email, please make sure the church office has your email address.  Feel free to share with us both a 
work and/or personal email.  To get connected, please email Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant at jjohn-
son@tomahawkchurch.org. 

mailto:jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org
mailto:jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org
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From the Church Office 

 Do we have your birthday? I would like to start including monthly birthday’s in the newsletter. I 
will be able to implement this when we switch our membership software. Please give me a call  
to be sure you don't get left off the list! 

 Please be conscious of lights left on in the building.  Stairwell, bathroom and hallway lights are 
being left on. Let’s be good stewards and make sure all lights are out before leaving.  

 Deadline for May newsletter items is April 20.  

See the St. John’s Bible 

What is the St. Johns Bible?   The Saint John’s Bible is the first 
hand-written, illuminated copy of Scripture produced in over 
500 years.  A Bible for today, the mission of the project to 
produce this was to ignite the spiritual imagination of people 
of faith all around the world.  See this unique Bible in person. 
Join Amy Dixon in a visit to view the St. John's Bible and have 
a review of the history and the process that made the St. 
John's Bible possible. The visit is scheduled for Sunday, April 
19th at 1:00 PM.  

“Positive Faith in a Negative World” 
Leadership Gathering 

Friday, May 1 – Saturday, May 2 
Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center 

1 Eagle Eyrie Drive 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 

 
 

 The main speaker will be Dr. Joey Faucette, who co-authored this 
book with a former vice president at State Farm Mutual. They 
sought to address the importance of using our faith as a strong 
connector in the world in which we live – church and work life. 
 
Whether you consider yourself a leader or a follower, this is an 
event you will want to be a part of.  This year’s Leadership Gather-
ing theme, “Positive Faith in a Negative World,” speaks right to a 
challenge each of us share.   
The Gathering begins Friday, May 1st with dinner and the first 
evening session.  Friday night there will be a showing of the mov-
ie, “God Has Left the Building,” which is the story of one church 
becoming more mission focused.  The Gathering concludes with 
lunch on Saturday.  Total cost for registration, lodging and meals 
is $100.30 per person which.  See Pastor Jim by April 8th to sign 
up. 
 
Presented by the Empowering Leaders Team of the Baptist Gen-
eral Association of Virginia.   

Sound System 
The sound system plays an important role in the church helping to deliver the message through speaking and music. The sound 
system is also used for special services such as weddings, funerals and other events. The current sound system board is over 20 
years old and is exhibiting new problems every week. The projectors used in the Sanctuary are either borrowed or are not intend-
ed to be used in the manner we require for service. 
 
To help address the problems with some of our equipment, we have set up a “Sound System Upgrade Fund”.  
Our immediate goal is $6,000. We have already received some donations and have started the process of 
working on improvements.  
 
Please consider giving for this important asset of our church. Just make a note with your donation for “Sound 
System”. 

http://vbmb.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/LGFaithPositiveFrontCover.png
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Every 5th Sunday, the Tomahawk Youth will be venturing out into the community to be the "hands and feet of the Lord" by feeding 
the homeless. On Psalm Sunday, they prepared bag lunches at church during Sunday School and then went into the city to distrib-
ute them. Thank you to Richmond Friends of the Homeless for the opportunity to partner in this important ministry. Here what the 
kids had to say about their experience: 
 
"It felt really good giving out food and water."--Matthew Zangardi 
"I felt like the people were really happy. I was surprised there were so many women and children."--Kayla Zangardi 
"It was really cool to be able to do that. I thought it was awesome that there were so many people willing to do it (youth and 
adults from our church)...to get up early and do this together."---Hannah Walker 
"We got to have fun and do this as a church family and make little kids happy."--Sueanna Breedlove 
"It made me happy and put a good feeling in my heart."--Haley Gordon 
"It felt good to help them out. I will do it again."--Will Gordon 

The youth would like to say a huge Thank You to all who 
donated to their recent mission projects. We were able to 
take approximately 90 stuffed animals to Chippenham 
Pediatric Unit as well as 19 bags of supplies to McGuire 
Veterans Hospital. And by the time you read this, the 
youth will have also done one of their four Feed the 
Homeless missions for the year. We are so blessed to have a 

congregation that is so supportive. Your generosity means so much to not only the youth, but to the lives that are 
touched through these youth mission projects. ~Thank you, Tomahawk Youth 

In Other News: Due to positive feedback, the youth will continue to meet on Wednesday nights the remainder of the school year.  

Department of Veterans Services 
Dear Mr. Gordon, Ms. Zangardi and Tomahawk Youth, 
On behalf of the Richmond VA-Hunter H. McGuire patients and staff, we would like to extend our appreciation to you for your do-
nation of personal care items, clothing, socks and underwear received on March 20, 2015. The Youth Group was responsible for 
this donation. Your thoughtfulness reflects the concern that you feel for our Veterans and for the service thay provide to all of us 
while in service to our country.  
Without your support, we could not provide for the smaller niceties that make hospitalization more bearable. Your thoughtfulness 
also reflects the concern and compassion that our community feels for our Veterans.  
Thank you for you continued support. 
Sincerely, Jason V. Gray, Chief, Voluntary Service 
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Guys & Dolls 

Monday, April 27 at 10:30a.m. 

"MAGIC BEYOND BELIEF" 
By 

Zachary Gartell 
 
Zachary calls himself a "Biblical Magician".  With slight of hand 
and juggling, he will emphasize points in the Bible.    
 
His interest started when he saw his grandfather do a trick.  He 
was eight years old and his grandfather showed him how to 
pull a rope through his arm.  He says he started learning all 
kinds of tricks after that .  He did his first shows at his home 
church, Antioch Baptist. 
 
He's been doing shows for about six years and loving it.  He 
says he enjoys seeing people smile and laugh and he feels 
blessed to bring that joy to people's lives.  
 
Everyone is invited, we hope these programs will blend all ages, 
as we share together. The program is free, and if you would like 
to stay for a homemade plate lunch, the cost is $4.00. 

STILL SPINNING A YARN 
 

We are so enjoying being a part of the Pray-
er Shawl group... making shawls, lap blan-
kets, hats, scarves, baby blankets, etc. It 
feels good to create something that shares 
a little warmth and love from Tomahawk 
Church.   
 

We would love to have you join our group.  We can teach you 
how to do it , if you want to learn.  We have yarn and needles 
to share, so just come.  We meet every Monday morning at 
10:30 AM, except on the fourth Monday, when  we meet at 
9:30 AM so as not to conflict with the Guys an Dolls pro-
gram.  You don't have to come every time. Just come when you 
can. Yarn or monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  

Celebration luncheon following worship prepared by 
deacons.  Program includes music, pictures, and fun.  

You will not want to miss this celebration! 

Peachy B. Cheatham 
It’s that time of year...high school graduations are right around the corner. High school grads, do you 
have plans to further your education? A reimbursement scholarship is available for anyone seeking 
post high school education. Applications are available in the church office and are due back to the 
church by May 3, 2015. Please see David Cheatham for details.  

Administrative 
Professionals Day 

April 22 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Krista Jennings 
Charles & Gail King 
Josh Liebgott 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Elyvin Moore 
Rawls Family 
Lindsay, Jason & Baby 
Swoap 
Charles Taylor 
Beckett Walker 

Friends and Family  
Harvey Colgin 
Mike Gorski 
N.W. & Krista Manuel & Family 
Brenda Philbin 
Joe Snow 
Sue West 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Robin Tarr—798-8328 
Shirley Cotterll—276-2081 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 
is full, we will take the food to the "Gathering Grounds" to be 

given to people who need it. 

LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  on 
the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request 
forms are located there as well.  

http://pccweb.ca/memorial/files/2014/02/3-23-08-Sunrise-Service.jpg
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 

2 

 

Maundy Thursday 
Service 7:00pm 
(no small group)  

3 

 

Good Friday Service 
noon 

4 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30-12:00 
 

5 Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service 7:00am 

Breakfast 9:00a.m. 
Sunday School 10:00a.m. 
Worship 11:00a.m. 

6  
Easter Monday 

Office Closed 
 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

7 
 

Transition Team 
Meeting 7:00p.m. 

8 
 

 
Spring Break 
No Activities 

9 
 

 
 
(no small group) 

10 11 

12 
 

Administrative Council 
Meeting  - noon 

13 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

 
Deacons Meeting 
7:00p.m. 

14 
 

Transition Team 
Meeting 7:00p.m. 

15 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 

16 
 

 
Small Group at the 
Rawls home 7:00p.m. 

17 18 

19 
Visit/View St. John’s 

Bible 1:00p.m. 
 
Business Meeting 

6:00p.m. 

20 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

 
Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30a.m. 

21 
 

Transition Team 
Meeting 7:00p.m. 

22 
Administrative  

Professionals Day 
 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30pm 

23 
 

 
Small Group at the 
Rawls home 7:00p.m. 

24 25 

26 
Heritage Celebration 

Spring Luncheon 

27 
PSM 9:30a.m. 
 

Guys & Dolls 

10:30a.m. 
 

Transition Team 
Meeting 7:00p.m. 

28 
 

 

29 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 

30 
 

Small Group at the 
Rawls home 7:00p.m. 
 

 

  

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

 trawls@tomahawkchurch.org 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 


